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COURSE OVERVIEW

Exam structure

•Three 90-minute exams

•One non-calculator paper

•Two calculator papers

•Content from each topic area can be assessed in any of the three papers

Higher Tier

•Can achieve a grade 3 to 9 (or a U)

•Higher focus on algebra and geometry

Foundation Tier

•Can achieve a grade 1 to 5 (or a U)

•Higher focus on number and ratio

GCSE maths is split into two tiers. 

The school will decide your tier of 

entry, based on your classwork 

and mock exams.

The tiers assess different content, 

so it’s worth knowing which tier 

you’re likely working towards.



REVISION STRATEGIES

There is a lot of content to cover in GCSE maths. It would be difficult to revise it all before 
your exams. It’s much more effective to focus on the topics you need to improve on. Try to be 
strategic in your revision. Breaking revision into regular, manageable chunks is a good idea.

Use your question level analysis document from your mock exams to identify topics to 
improve on. The earlier the question is in the paper, the easier it should be to improve on. 
Prioritise questions you got wrong earlier on in each paper. If you’ve lost your sheets, ask 
your teacher for another copy at the end of a lesson. Once you’ve identified your revision 
topics, you need to practice them. Using Sparx provides you with targeted questions at 
varying levels of difficulty. The questions are automatically marked for you, and you can 
watch the support videos if you get stuck.



READING LIST
Revision Guides & Workbooks

CGP provide insightful revision guides and practice workbooks. The 
revision guides are a great tool for checking your understanding. The 
practice workbooks provide a good opportunity to do further practice 
of topics for the sake of revision, in addition to your work on Sparx. 
We sell revision guides through the school at a discounted rate.

GCSE Maths Edexcel Revision Guide: 
Foundation 

ISBN: 9781782944003

GCSE Maths Edexcel Revision Guide: 
Higher 

ISBN: 9781782944041

GCSE Maths Edexcel Exam Practice 
Workbook: Foundation

ISBN: 9781782943990

GCSE Maths Edexcel Exam Practice 
Workbook: Higher

ISBN: 9781782944034



READING LIST
Websites

Sparx is the best way for you to revise maths. Your teacher will direct 
you to appropriate topics for revision via your homework tasks and 
your question level analysis from your mocks. Sparx sets work at the 
appropriate level for you and supports you if you need it. If you want 
to do well in maths, you need to use Sparx.

Your username is your full name with no spaces e.g. joebloggs
You choose your password. If you forget it, click to request a 
password reset.

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student

There are other websites that provide revision resources, but Sparx
should be your primary source for online maths revision. Feel free to 
use other online resources to supplement the work you do on Sparx.

Maths Genie provided a good set of worksheets sorted by grade. 
They also provide a video and worked solutions to support.

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.php

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.php


CAREER PATHWAY

GCSE maths is a requirement for a number of next steps. Please look 
into courses you may be interested in to determine what grade you 
might need.

The majority of courses at college and sixth form require at least a 
grade 4 in English and maths. The same goes for apprenticeships and 
a number of jobs. If you do not achieve a grade 4 in school, you will 
be required to resit these exams in college. It is essential that you 
achieve at least a grade 4 in these subjects.

A number of subjects require a higher level of attainment in maths. 
These are subjects where the problem solving and reasoning skills 
learned in maths lessons are vital. If you are interested in science, 
engineering, finance, computing, technology, or similar, your course 
may well require a grade 6 or above at GCSE.

If you have an interest in the subject, you can consider studying 
maths at college or sixth form. A-Level maths is a challenging course 
suited to those with a keen interest in the subject. Level 3 core maths 
is more suited to students looking to improve their skills and use 
maths as a tool in other disciplines.



KS4 CURRICULUM PLAN

The diagrams above show the units we’ll cover in year 10 and year 
11. For a more detailed breakdown, please see the knowledge 
organisers on our website, linked below.

https://christscollege.org.uk/curriculum/mathematics/



KNOWLEDGE CHECKLIST
Foundation



KNOWLEDGE CHECKLIST
Higher



LITERACY REQUIREMENTS

Literacy skills are crucial for success across all subjects, even in maths. 

Developing strong reading comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills will help  
students to understand exam questions, analyse information, and articulate their 
knowledge effectively. Daily reading, across a wide range of texts, will assist students to 
build these skills.

In Year 10, students are required to read Accelerated Reader books daily and pass 
quizzes (books can be borrowed from the College library). In Year 11, the reading focus 
is on revision material.

The following literacy requirements are specific to maths:

• Students should know the key vocabulary terms and their definitions. Key vocabulary 
is included on the knowledge organisers, which are in student books and on the 
Christ’s College website. Command words are listed on the next page of this booklet.

• Students need to be able to write clearly. Written responses to questions are 
required to achieve full marks in maths.

• The reading age required to fully comprehend all questions on GCSE papers is 15.6 
years. Maths is no exception. Students need to be able to read and understand 
problems before they can begin to solve them.



COMMAND WORDS
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