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COURSE OVERVIEW

Studying a foreign language is a life transforming skill.

Students who perform well in GCSE French have several pathways 
open to them, including further academic study, vocational options, 
and careers in various sectors. They can pursue A-levels in any 
language, which can lead to university degrees in related fields. 

GCSE French is split into two tiers. The school will decide your tier of 
entry, based on your classwork and mock exams.

Foundation Tier

· Can achieve a grade 1 to 5 (or a U)

Higher Tier

· Can achieve a grade 3 to 9 (or a U)



KEY STAFF

Statement from Pearson Edexcel on the Qualification

“Students’ eyes will be opened to other cultures and for them to 
learn how to communicate about subjects that interest them. Like 
you, we are passionate about growing a love of languages. 

Our GCSE French qualification is focused on the important ways that 
languages foster communication, broaden perspectives, introduce 
new cultures and develop students into global citizens. More than 
words - our qualification promotes culture, communication and 
connection. 

From the design of our speaking tasks, where communication is 
privileged, through to the use of images to provide cultural context, 
we want students to understand that words are a springboard to 
discovering much more. Language learning for today’s world - we 
have carefully selected our vocabulary and assessment content to 
reflect and represent diverse student experiences, so that all 
students feel included and will be able to speak and write about 
the things that interest them most. 

Compassionate assessments in a clear and familiar structure – our 
assessments are accessible and transparent, rooted in testing what 
students know and ensuring they can attempt the whole 
assessment confidently, with no surprises. We are committed to 
maintaining a sense of continuity with the separate assessment of 
the four skills, and a consistent assessment structure. “

Department Teacher – Miss Conway (Subject Leader of MFL)



Core vocabulary is listed from page 49 below in the GCSE French course 
specification:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/202
4/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-
specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf

KNOWLEDGE CHECKLIST 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
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REVISION

Revision Material:
There is a selection of pre-approved revision material in our class Teams folder
Students can revise from information in their books.
Pearson Edexcel GCSE French Revision Guide
Pearson Edexcel GCSE French Work Book

Useful Revision Websites:
BBC Bitesize (offers interactive notes and tests)
Edexcel GCSE French - provides access to assessment material.

Homework 
Each week you will be set a homework task which has a deadline assigned to it on 
Languagenut.

Independent Study
Each week you should also spend time revising for French. Focus on the topics you need 
to improve on. Try to be strategic in your revision. Breaking revision into regular, 
manageable chunks is a good idea. Use the look, cover, test method when revising.

Revision tips

Practice speaking French regularly by recording yourself answering questions on 
various topics and listening to your recordings for improvement.

Prepare and practice responses to general conversation questions provided by your 
teacher.

Learn key verb formations in a range of tenses.

Immerse yourself in French – see ideas on the following page.

Create flashcards using a range of vocabulary. 

Mind maps which help articulate any links and allow students to rehearse the various 
approaches required for each question.​

Revisiting and creating posters of the key knowledge documents shared in class.​

Watching – and making notes – from Trusted French learning sites, such as Duolingo, 
BBC Bitesize etc.



Extra resources - Practice makes perfect! 
The more practice and engagement you have in learning another 
language, the more that you will improve. Below are some additional 
resources you can use to improve your French:

Watch TV with 
French 
subtitles on 
and/or watch 
French films

Change the 
language on 
your phone to 
French

Re-read your 
favourite book in 
French!

Watch language 
learning videos 
on YouTube
e.g. (55) Easy 
French - YouTube

REVISION

https://www.youtube.com/easyfrench
https://www.youtube.com/easyfrench

