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COURSE OVERVIEW

Studying a foreign language is a life transforming skill.

Students who perform well in GCSE French have several pathways
open to them, including further academic study, vocational options,
and careers in various sectors. They can pursue A-levels in any
language, which can lead to university degrees in related fields.

GCSE French is split into two tiers. The school will decide your tier of
entry, based on your classwork and mock exams.

Foundation Tier

- Can achieve a grade 1 to 5 (or a U)

Higher Tier

- Can achieve a grade 3 to 9 (or a U)
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KEY STAFF

Statement from Pearson Edexcel on the Qualification

“Students’ eyes will be opened to other cultures and for them to
learn how to communicate about subjects that interest them. Like
you, we are passionate about growing a love of languages.

Our GCSE French qualification is focused on the important ways that
languages foster communication, broaden perspectives, introduce
new cultures and develop students into global citizens. More than
words - our qualification promotes culture, communication and
connection.

From the design of our speaking tasks, where communication is
privileged, through to the use of images to provide cultural context,
we want students to understand that words are a springboard to
discovering much more. Language learning for today’s world - we
have carefully selected our vocabulary and assessment content to
reflect and represent diverse student experiences, so that all
students feel included and will be able to speak and write about
the things that interest them most.

Compassionate assessments in a clear and familiar structure — our
assessments are accessible and transparent, rooted in testing what
students know and ensuring they can attempt the whole
assessment confidently, with no surprises. We are committed to
maintaining a sense of continuity with the separate assessment of
the four skills, and a consistent assessment structure. “

Department Teacher — Miss Conway (Subject Leader of MFL)
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KNOWLEDGE CHECKLIST

Core vocabulary is listed from page 49 below in the GCSE French course
specification:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/202
4/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-
specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf

Thematic contexts

Following research with teachers and students, we have selected a range of
engaging and relatable thematic contexts, which are relevant to students’
current and future needs.

* My personal world

o

Lifestyle and wellbeing

My neighbourhood

Media and technology

Studying and my future

Travel and tourism

Students can use the specified vocabulary and grammar (Appendices 1 and 2 in
Specification) to listen to, read, speak and write about the following subjects:

)

food and
drink
shopping



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf

EXAM STRUCTURE

Assessment at a glance

| 50 marks

—® Prep time: 15 mins 25%
Foundation: 7-9 mins Higher: 10-12 mins

e Task 1: Read aloud and 2 short unprepared questions

o Task 2: Role play in a transactional setting

» Task 3: Picture description, 2 short unprepared guestions
and follow-on conversation @

1 minute In P

for reading aloud preparatio

50 marks

Foundation: 45 mins Higher: 60 mins 25%

» 5 mins reading time included
—® = Section A Listening - multiple-choice, multiple-response and short-answer
open response questions. All questions set in English.
@ = Section B: Dictation

Extracts played THREE times

St

g 50 marks
Higher: 60 mins 25%

Foundation: 45 mins

¢ Section A: Reading - multiple-choice, muitiple-response and short-answer open
response questions. All questions set in English.

o Section B: Translation into English

Foundation: 1 hour 15 mins Higher: 1 hour 20 mins 25%

o Picture task (Foundation tier only)

« Two writing responses (both tiers, with a choice of two options for each
question)
» Translation into French (both tiers)
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EXAM STRUCTURE

Clear setting from a list which is
predefined in the specification,

Read Aloud Roleplay

1 minute preparation time in private
assessment space to allow appropriate

practice of the read aloud. Candidste card STIMULUS FRP3
s Setting: At the shop o

Candidate card HRAT . Thematic context: My personal world Scanarfo: Reminder of the
> - = e expectations of the
{ « You are in a clothes shop in France. task so candidates
Read aloud « Your teacher will play the part of the shop assistant and will speak first. can be confident in
* Your teacher vl ask cuestions i French snd you must sswer i what is needed.
Clara has contributed to a blog about family relationships. o You are expected to say a few words or a short phrase/sentence in T
Read out the text below to your teacher, ::mx;&wm- Sl ettt
|
I - Students may make Task: Types of interaction are defined
Gans ma familie, nous sommes sept., notes on the Read v in the specification - giving and
Aloud stimulus to assist 1. Say what item of clothing you want. recelving information, answering
J'ai Ges fréves Jumeain Ui ont huft ans et deux demi-soeurs. y their pronunciation. 2 Say WK o ot g the fiem for. and asking questions.

Fei
On aime bien passer du temps ensemble ot cn fait souvent La fete a La mason. [

-

Say what date the cccasion is.

»

[E s Give your opinion of the item you have been shown.

e
Pour les anniversairas, Jo panse qu'argantser un grand ropas choZ naus est pls

5. Ask about the price.
a yighwe Candid. can use words they know rather than being
agréable que d'aller au restaurant, forced to translate specific words in the prompts.
Teacher card STIMULUS FRP4 [ 3
Setting: Train Station Clear introduction to
Once you have road the text to your teacher, you must hand this card to thom, the task in English.

.
¥ h L
: 'ou will then be asked two questions related to what you have read. Inatructions to the teacher: U

You are expected to say a few words or a short phrase/sentence i response to

each question. One-word answers will not be sufficient to gain full marks. The target langusge phrases below must be read out verbatim, There must be
no supplementary questions and na re-phrasing, but teacher prompts may be
repeated.

Begin the role play with the following introduction:
Clear reminder to Teacher question
students about the i i clearly prompts You are at a train station in France. | will play the part of an employee at the
expectations for the task. WO Ampisquestons f‘.’".mf‘g students to ask FA Sotion s VN Spesic e —
the read aloud which elicit brief hel ;
responses related to the content Hituestion.
| ofthe passage. T [Bonjour. Je peux vous aider ?
Follow-on questions ; — ;" [uliow the candidate to say what ticket they want.
Orce the candidate has read the text aloud, you must take the stimulus material from [ flex e proliime:
them. lQuel Gge avez-vous 7
You should then ask the follawing questions. L futiow the candidate to say how cid they are.
[Trés bien.
Q1. Quiest-ce que tu aimes faire pour ton anniversaire ? [Avec qui est-ce que vous voyagez 7
Q2. Quiest-ce que tu penises de la tétévision ? -— 5 h Mllow the candidate to say with whom they are travelling.
Parfait.

Picture task Students select this thematic context in advance

so they can feel comfortable and prepared.

—+ Thematic context: Media and technology

Two pictures to choose from, students ‘ Pictures are in colour,
only need to describe one. Allows for allowing for more
greater levels of detail and no confusion details to describe,

of switching between pictures.

Picture description

Start by asking the candidate which picture they have chosen to describe. Once their response is
clear, continue with the instruction: Describe the picture.

To encourage the candidate to address all the prompts and to develop their description, teachars
.« Mmay prompt by asking the following questions:
« (Et} les personnes 2
. (Et)ceston?
« (Et) que font-ils ?
* Autre chose ?

These prompts must not be rephrased. Each prompt can be used a maximum of three times.

Supportive teacher prompts [
provided to encourage candidates
to develop their answer.

Foliow-on conversation on the broader thematic context

You rmust begin the follow-an conversation by asking the candidste to talk about
= GAMING, for example: Tu aimes jouer aux jeux vidéo ?

o Use the ’s responses the about this subject as
well a¢ other areas of the thematic context, and the interests and experiences of
the candidate.

« Give the candidate the opportunity to respond in the pressnt, past and future
tenses and to develop full and detailed responses.
Compulsory starter topic for follow
on conversation with the freedom
to widen the discussion to cover
the student’s own interests.
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EXAM STRUCTURE

Section A: Listening comprehension

You will hear each extract three times. Each extract will éend with one, two or three
beeps. There will be a pause between each question.
You may write at any time during the test.

- o

Hearing each extract 3 times
allows students to listen, respond
and check their answers.

SECTION B: DICTATION

12 You are going to hear someone talking about music.
Sentences 1-3: write down the missing words in the gaps provided. In each
gap, you will write one word in French.

Exaomple:
e _groupe et excellent
L Ma . aime la -
R du 5 R
3. Mon - adore le
‘\

Sentences 4-6: write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces

pravided, in French.
|

Example:
La chanson est excellente
- |

6. . —
(Total for Question 12 = 10 marks)

A mixture of initial gap fill
followed by sentences to ease
the students into the task.

CHRIST’S COLLEGE

Emmanuel Schools Foundation




EXAM STRUCTURE

et Longer texts are split into smaller The photo on the Foundation
e ~ 1 chunks followed by the questions tier is in colour, giving
which are relevant to that section. students more things they
/ can describe if they wish.
Louis’ text continues. T

Richard a décide de s'inscrire® dans un club. Avec sa petite taille, il était s e
différent des autres jousurs. Au début, sur le terrain, ils ne luf faisaient pas o
canfiance mais Richard a montré qu'il était rapide et efficace.

1l a travadle dur pour trouver sa place. Aprés des anndes passées dans
"equipe nationale, la Fédération de rugby 1"a chofsi comme président pour

le remercier de son travail. Nous sommes fiers de "avoir dans notre famille ! -

Gasce: Pewncn Anet Ltwary ALSSITED
- 1 Describe the photo. Write four short sentences in French.

Bl Ultr s aviejeRlE=ZE AN Ole

SWECIe - 18 00k

Choose either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
¥f you arswer Question 2(a) put a cross in the box (1 .

Image§ Fhat prmnde context on 2 {(a) Write areview of a café for a website.
unfamiliar people or places, to

ensure all students have a shared
understanding. A o where the café is

* your opirion of the food
o when you will next visit the cafe.

You must include the following points:

Write your answer in French. You should aim to write between 40 and 50 words,

French festival in Brighton* f [
/ || Number of supporting
5 Read the article from a French newspaper. A |\ bullet points increases I
ol with the question demand. Ch Hayor 1®)
\

Venez & la féte francaise de Brighton® ! / If you answer Question 1(a) put a cross in the box [ .

| = | 1 (&) Write to your friend about shopping.

| You must include the following points:

»

Vaici le programme :

Vendredi soir, 6 juillet
Féte de la musique : le chanteur francais,

Luca, va donner un concert au stade. | : « types of shops in your area
| |ODUOI'IS for every *  your opimion of one shop with reasons

sil\.lmhé’lm: vous allez pouvoir acheter Onge_{ Open 'es(gonse * what you have bought recently

des fromages traditionnels et des question on both tiers. | « where you will g0 for your next shapping trip.

patinevier. [ Write your answer in French. You should aim to write between 80 and 90 words.

Dimanche, 8 juillet | | :

Sport : nous allons organiser des matchs |

de volleyball sur la plage entre des équipes internationales. \ i you answer Question 1(b) put & cross in the box || .

e fonm i iR i o ‘ (b) Write to your friend sbout tramsport. Bulletpointsdeariy
] N\ Youmust include the following points: indicate tenses required.

Potentially unfamiliar place we  public tramsport where you live —
names are glossed so that no / *  your opinion of public transport with reasons
students are disadvantaged e my"“ et ‘““:"‘ B ——y
through not knowing a particular N T 0 I Rt
town, city or geographical feature. Write your answer in French. You should aim to write between 80 and 90 words.
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REVISION

Revision Material:

There is a selection of pre-approved revision material in our class Teams folder
Students can revise from information in their books.

Pearson Edexcel GCSE French Revision Guide

Pearson Edexcel GCSE French Work Book

Useful Revision Websites:
BBC Bitesize (offers interactive notes and tests)
Edexcel GCSE French - provides access to assessment material.

Homework
Each week you will be set a homework task which has a deadline assigned to it on
Languagenut.

Independent Study

Each week you should also spend time revising for French. Focus on the topics you need
to improve on. Try to be strategic in your revision. Breaking revision into regular,
manageable chunks is a good idea. Use the look, cover, test method when revising.

Revision tips

Practice speaking French regularly by recording yourself answering questions on
various topics and listening to your recordings for improvement.

Prepare and practice responses to general conversation questions provided by your
teacher.

Learn key verb formations in a range of tenses.
Immerse yourself in French — see ideas on the following page.
Create flashcards using a range of vocabulary.

Mind maps which help articulate any links and allow students to rehearse the various
approaches required for each question.

Revisiting and creating posters of the key knowledge documents shared in class.

Watching — and making notes — from Trusted French learning sites, such as Duolingo,
BBC Bitesize etc.
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REVISION

Extra resources - Practice makes perfect!
The more practice and engagement you have in learning another

language, the more that you will improve. Below are some additional
resources you can use to improve your French:

(1jour)
factu

duolingo

Watch language
learning videos

on YouTube
eg. (55 fasy  YOUWUILLE

French - YouTube

Re-read your
favourite book in
French!

Watch TV with Change the

French language on

subtitles on your phone to
French

and/or watch
French films


https://www.youtube.com/easyfrench
https://www.youtube.com/easyfrench

