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INTRODUCTION

• "Art is not a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer with which to shape it.“ (Brecht)

• "Drama teaches empathy, decision making, the ability to create something from nothing. It 
demonstrates just how much can be learnt when you get out from behind a desk. (Godber)

Welcome to GCSE Drama!

A huge welcome to the GCSE Drama course! We're absolutely thrilled you've chosen to join us. You're 
about to embark on an exciting, challenging, and incredibly rewarding two-year journey that will 
stretch your imagination and develop your skills both on and off the 

What You Can Expect

GCSE Drama is a highly practical subject where you'll get hands-on experience in every aspect of 
theatre. Over the next two years, we’ll be exploring:

Devising Drama: You will learn to create original theatre from scratch, taking an idea and developing it 
into a performance. This is where your creativity and collaboration skills will truly shine!

Performing & Realising Texts: We’ll study established play scripts and you will have the opportunity to 
perform extracts, applying your understanding of character, staging, and technical elements. You'll 
learn what it takes to bring a playwright's vision to life.

Theatrical Analysis: We’ll watch live theatre and study a specific set text, giving you the critical skills to 
analyse and evaluate performance, from the acting to the design. This part of the course helps you 
think like a director and a critic.

The Skills You'll Develop

Drama is about much more than just acting. This course is an excellent way to develop essential life 
skills that will benefit you in any future career or study path:

Confidence and Public Speaking: You'll become comfortable expressing yourself and presenting ideas 
in front of others.

Teamwork and Collaboration: Drama is a group effort! You’ll learn how to communicate effectively, 
negotiate, and work as a strong ensemble.

Creative Thinking and Problem Solving: You'll constantly be generating ideas and finding practical 
solutions to dramatic challenges.

Discipline and Commitment: Producing quality work, whether on stage or in your written portfolios, 
requires focus and dedication.

See Some Theatre: The best way to learn about drama is to watch it! If you have the chance, try to see 
a local or professional play. Even watching high-quality filmed productions can be a great way to start 
immersing yourself in the craft.

We are so excited to see the amazing work you will create. If you have any questions before the first 
lesson, please don't hesitate to ask.

Mr A Galliott-Thornton

The Drama Department
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KEY STAFF

Department Teachers

The GCSE Drama course is delivered over three periods a week and you will have the 
same teacher throughout Year 10 and Year 11. These are normally divided into one 
single lesson and one double lesson.

Mr. A.Galliott-
Thornton
Lead Teacher of 
Drama

Mr. Galliott-Thornton has taught at Christ’s College since 
2023  He has taught Drama throughout his career at 
schools and colleges right across the country. He 
particularly enjoys directing live performances and is a 
great advocate of developing self-confidence through 
drama. 
He also teaches English to Key Stage 4 and has been an 
examiner for over 20 years. 
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REVISION AND HOMEWORK

Revision material
• A variety of revision resources will be posted onto the Class Teams pages:
• Revision booklets
• Key knowledge booklets
• Knowledge retrieval packs
• Exam-practice booklets
• Past papers
• Knowledge organisers (also given in class for your books and available on the school website)

Useful revision links
• macbeth.pdf
• BBC Bitesize: You can read notes, watch revision clips and even download quizzes and flashcards 

onto your smartphone, if you have one.
•

Homework
Each week you will be set a homework task which has a deadline assigned to it.
This will be marked and returned to you.
These tasks will be in the form of:
• Homework Booklets
• Exam-style Questions
• Revision tasks followed by an in-class mini quiz (IE: key dates and vocabulary)

Independent Study
Each week you should also spend 2 additional hours studying for this subject.
The suggested tasks for independent study are:
• Rehearsing 
• Participating in live performance
• Watching live performance
• Creating mind maps or flash cards using the GCSE Drama  revision guides.
• Completing the revision tasks in the revision guides.
• Practising past-paper questions or practice questions found in revision guides.

Recommended Revision Guides
• GCSE Drama Revision Guide: perfect for the 2026 and 2027 exams (CGP GCSE Drama) 
• WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Drama: Amazon.co.uk: Garry Nicholas: 9781908682888: 

https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2021-22/wjec21-22_1-2/pdf/macbeth.pdf


LITERACY REQUIREMENTS

GCSE literacy skills are crucial for success across all subjects, not just English. 

Developing strong reading comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills will help  
students to understand exam questions, analyse information and articulate their 
knowledge effectively. Daily reading, across a wide range of texts, will assist students to 
build these skills.

In Year 10, students are required to read Accelerated Reader books daily and pass 
quizzes (books can be borrowed from the College library). In Year 11, the reading focus 
is on revision material. Please see page 18 for suggested reading material.

The following literacy requirements are specific to Drama:

• Students should know the key vocabulary terms and their definitions. Students 
should know how to punctuate writing clearly and accurately to ensure they 
communicate precise meaning. 

• The reading age required to fully comprehend all questions on GCSE papers is usually 
15.6 years, but it has been known to be higher in some exam papers!

• Students should be familiar with the meaning of tier-two vocabulary as this is 
essential to understanding exam questions. 



ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY



ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY



ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY



READING LIST

Texts 

Online 
• National Theatre at Home | Watch Theatre Online
• Drama Online A great introduction to Ancient Greek Theatre. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/arts_and_theatre/ GCSE 
• Bitesize have lots of helpful games and quizzes, and a forum where you can talk to other GCSE 

drama students from around the country! http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/

Podcasts
Great for extra-curricular knowledge and the details around some of the key topics we cover. 

• GCSE Drama - Podcast - Apple Podcasts

• British Theatre Guide

• Crossing the Line 

• In the Room

• The Proper Class Podcast 

• West End Frame: In the Frame

Playwright: William Shakespeare Time period: 1590 - 1625
Theme: Ambition and its consequences, loyalty and fate

Playwright: J.B. Priestley
Time period: 1930 - 1955
Theme: Social responsibility and class

Playwright: Olwen Wymark
Time period: 1970 - 1990
Theme: Society’s attitude towards mental health issues

Playwright: Malorie BlackmanTime period: 1990 - 2010
Theme: Racism and discrimination
Playwright: Benjamin Zephaniah
Time period: 1990 - 2010
Theme: The effects of war and separation

Playwright: Mark Wheeller
Time period: 2000 - 2020
Theme: Risks of drugs, peer pressure and the impact of loss

Playwright: Vivienne Franzmann.
Time period: 2010 onwards
Theme: The effects of social anxiety on young people

https://www.ntathome.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/gcse-drama/id1210098470
https://btguide.libsyn.com/
https://westendframe.co.uk/in-the-frame/



