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ACADEMIC & PASTORAL SUPPORT

We are delighted to welcome you and your child to our annual Pathways Event.  

Many of you will remember your child’s first day at nursery, Reception, Year 1 and so on. I am sure you remember 
them as if they were yesterday and yet, in a flash, here you are supporting your young person in choosing their 
GCSE options. The decisions that lie ahead are important ones, but we are here to help! This is an exciting step 
in your child’s education where, for the first time, they will exercise their own judgement in picking subjects that 
they want to study going forward. We are committed to offering a broad curriculum which affords opportunity to 
our students in both their GCSEs and the steps they take after Year 11. 

As a first step, you will have the opportunity to speak to subject staff this evening and some students who are a 
year or two ahead of your child in Year 9. This will help you to get a feel for the courses that we offer at Christ’s 
College. Secondly, we have pulled together the contents of this booklet so that you can take it home to consider 
these things more carefully. Thirdly, alongside the contents of this booklet, your child will receive a ‘Pathway 
Letter’ explaining which pathway they are one and detail, more fully, the options open to them. Please note there 
are two pathways. The green pathway gives your child the option to take a creative subject along side the core 
subjects including French. The blue pathway gives your child the option to take a creative subject as well as a 
second option, alongside the core subjects.  

We are asking that you return your completed options for by 22nd March This will allow us to carefully explore 
the viability of each subject on offer and confirm your child’s options for next year.  

Enjoy this evening! Please ask if you have any questions.  

Mrs C Webster 
Assistant Vice Principal 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
Mrs Normanton - Principal
Mr Tully - Vice Principal
Mr Robertson - Assistant Vice Principal Teaching & Learning
Mrs Webster - Assistant Vice Principal Curriculum & Standards
Mrs Prest - Assistant Vice Principal Personal Development & Ethos
 
PASTORAL TEAM
Miss Purvis- Pastoral Manager
Miss Gaughan- Attendance Officer
Miss Mollinson- Pastoral Support
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS
Miss Orr - AVP SENDCO
Mrs Williams - HLTA
Mrs Corrigan - Higher Needs Teacher

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT TEAM
Mr Keeble - Data & Examination Officer
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WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

ART
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

60% Coursework- Unit 1 Structures and Personal Project 
40% Exam- Unit 2 sketchbook preparation in response to a chosen exam Q and then a final piece produced during the 10 

hour exam (over 2 days) 

GCSE Art involves developing key skills discovered at KS3 including drawing, painting, 
photography, collage, printing, artist research and written annotation.  The first body of 
work is teacher led and is in response to the theme of Structures, this allows students to 
develop an understanding of the key elements of a full project and how to effectively meet 
the four assessment objectives.  Students will have to be self motivated and willing to work 
independently to develop their coursework in lessons and at home to maintain pace and meet 
deadlines.  The second coursework project is a personal project in response to one of two 
themes.  The themes are deliberately broad to allow students to develop a body of work and 
an area of interest within that theme.  In this project students have an understanding of the 
journey involved in developing a sketchbook and should be working independently to select 
relevant artists, techniques and materials.  In January of Year 11 students start Unit 2 in which 
they select a theme in response to the exam questions.  As in the coursework projects they 
develop a body of work that explores the theme and meets all four assessment objectives 
(develop ideas, experiment and refine, record ideas and present a personal response).  They 
will then complete a 10 hour exam over 2 consecutive days in which they produce a final 
piece in response to their preparatory work.  The exam is usually around April time and this 
unit requires good organisation skills and time management in order to meet deadlines. 

Art allows students an opportunity to express themselves and work in a more informal 
environment that offers some degree of freedom and independence.  Although the course 
is demanding in terms of work load it can provide an element of stress relief from the more 
academic subjects in which you work in a practical way to realise ideas.  Many industries 
recognise the skills acquired through the study of art, art students are able to develop and 
explore ideas and are great problem solvers through the process of developing their work.  
Studying art can be helpful if you struggle with revising as the exam is a continuation of 
practical work and the course involves 60% coursework.  Art allows you to develop technical 
skills and the opportunity to showcase what you have achieved in an exhibition at the end of 
the course.   



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

BUSINESS STUDIES
EXAM BOARD:

EDEXCEL
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

100% Exam split over two papers. Each paper is equally weighted.  

The aims of this qualification are to enable students to know and understand business 
concepts, business terminology, business objectives, the integrated nature of business 
activity and the impact of business on individuals and wider society. They will then be able 
to apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary business issues and to different 
types and sizes of businesses in local, national, and global contexts, develop as enterprising 
individuals with the ability to think commercially and creatively to demonstrate business 
acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed business decisions and solve business 
problems. Furthermore, develop as effective and independent students, and as critical and 
reflective thinkers with enquiring minds to enable them to critically approach problems to 
make informed judgements. Students will investigate and analyse real business opportunities 
and issues to construct well-argued, well-evidenced, balanced, and structured arguments, 
demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of business whilst developing and 
applying quantitative skills relevant to business, including using and interpreting data. 

The specification is excellent preparation for those of you who are intending to pursue 
Business or Management at degree level, or for anyone considering any form of commercial 
career. You will identify business problems and plan appropriate investigations. This will 
facilitate your understanding of business and enterprise. You will learn to make decisions using 
both qualitative and quantitative methods and evaluate the most appropriate strategies for 
each business you study. GCSE Business Studies is a dynamic, interesting and challenging 
course.  It is completely relevant to the world in which we live today, providing you with 
realistic learning experiences which will carry on into life. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

CONSTRUCTION & BUILT ENVIRONMENT BTEC
EXAM BOARD:

Pearson
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

You will carry out tasks/assignments throughout the course. Your teacher will mark these, and you will receive feedback as to how you are 
getting on. For the assessment for Unit 3: Construction & Design, you will be able to draw on the knowledge, skills and understanding you 

have developed in the qualification. The assessment for Unit 1: Construction Technology, is a test which is sent away to be marked.

This course allows you to study construction and the built environment, giving you the 
opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of the industry. You will develop 
skills such as interpreting and analysing information, identifying the infrastructure required for 
safe and efficient work and in understanding how client needs can shape building design. 
It gives you the opportunity to learn about one of the most important sectors of the UK 
economy. You will study three mandatory units, covering the fundamental knowledge, skills 
and understanding required construction technology and design:
● construction technology 
● construction and design 
● scientific and mathematical application for construction. 
You will build on the knowledge gained in the mandatory units by choosing one out of 
six further optional units. This will provide you with an opportunity to develop a wider 
understanding and appreciation of a specific aspect of the construction industry, depending 
on your interests. 
The areas covered are:
● construction drawing techniques 
● exploring carpentry and joinery principles and techniques 
● exploring brickwork 
● exploring painting
 ● exploring plumbing principles and techniques 
● exploring electrical principles and techniques

This qualification enables you to develop a theoretical and practical knowledge of the built 
environment alongside some practical skills. It enables you to engage with the mathematical 
and scientific principles that underpin the construction industry, and to explore the impact 
of design through research and the application of your own ideas in response to a design 
brief. It also allows you to progress to further study at level 3 of academic and/or vocational 
qualifications in construction and the built environment, engineering or design, and to 
apprenticeships.



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

CREATIVE I-MEDIA
EXAM BOARD:

Cambridge Nationals  
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

2 externally moderated unit 
1 examined unit.   

ICT will equip students with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, 
transferable skills such as research, planning and review, working with others and communicating creative 
concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, students will ultimately be creating fit-for purpose creative 
media products. 
 
If you want to be creative in any of the following areas then this is the course for you: 

Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of digital media including factors that influence 
product design, use of media codes and conventions, pre-production planning techniques, legal issues and 
creation/publishing/distribution considerations, 

Develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life contexts and work situations

Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically

Develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the media industry and more 
widely

Design, plan, create and review digital media products which are fit for purpose meeting both client and target 
audience requirements.

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK economy. 
Production of digital media products is a requirement of almost every business so there is 
huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce.  

This course teaches students the pre-production skills required in areas including film, 
television, web development, gaming and animation, and has the development of key IT skills 
at the heart of the course.  

This qualification helps students develop specific and transferable skills such as research, 
planning, and review, working with others and communicating creative concepts. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

50% coursework done over 1 year ( 1 year used to learn and develop coursework properly)  50% exam 
theory, 2 hours long covering a range of topics including wood work, product design, textiles. 

Studying design and technology allows students to access a range of materials to develop 
unique and artistic designs based around a certain topic or topics. They learn a range of 
techniques in wood working such as knowing the difference between different lap joints, 
housing joint and finger joints, and how to use them. They also learn about the physical 
properties of different materials such as metals, alloys,fabrics,electronics. Through this subject 
we see how they are used in the world around us. They learn skills that are adaptive and easily 
used to help them not only in school but in life after school. 

Design and technology teaches you how to develop an idea from scratch to the final product. 
It shows the importance of products around us and how we are having an affect on our 
environment with what we buy, make and sell. We going into detail about what it takes to 
make something but also how to fix something. Fixing and mending things in the home is a 
skill that will always be need. The skills learned in a design and technology classroom and 
not just used to pass and exam they are used to inspire a future of learning in several areas. 
Engineers, architects, artist and designs will used several areas that are developed within this 
subject. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

DRAMA
EXAM BOARD:

Eduqas
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Component 1: Devising Theatre 40% You will participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre.
Component 2: Performing from a Text 20% You will study two extracts from the same text chosen by you or your teacher. You can choose to be assessed on acting or design.

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre 40% Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. Section A: Set Text - Questions based on a set text that you have studied. Section B: Live Theatre Review.

The GCSE Drama specification is designed to give you a broad and balanced experience of 
Drama. You will be given the opportunity to develop not only your performance skills but 
also your design skills. You will collaborate in devising your own piece of theatre and perform 
in a performance from a text. You can choose to concentrate on acting or design. You will 
explore a range of texts and view a variety of live theatre productions. The Eduqas GCSE 
Drama specification has three components: Devising Theatre, Performing from a Text, and 
Interpreting Theatre.

You will have the opportunity learn and develop a range of transferable skills and practise applying these to new 
situations. These include analytical, problem-solving, organisation and time management skills. You will also be 
able work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas, all of which will develop your emotional 
intelligence. Your practical skills will be refined and will demonstrate creativity, reflection and resilience, as well 
as developing confidence and strong presentation skills. Your written skills, both analytical and creative, as well as 
your ability to self-reflect, will be developed through a range of tasks. Studying drama will give you opportunities 
for higher order thinking, by considering ideas which go beyond language. This is great brain-training which will 
help you in other areas too. Through studying drama, you will be equipped with the skills to succeed in your next 
steps. What could I do next? The possibilities are endless. Drama will enable you to demonstrate many skills 
which employers, colleges and universities will be looking for. It can also give you opportunities to travel, meet 
people and get the most out of life. Some students go on to study Drama in some of the most recognised Drama 
colleges and conservatories in Britain such as RADA, Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama, and the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. Many also choose to study Drama as 
degree courses in Universities. A number of students forge successful careers as Actors, Directors, Lighting or 
Sound Designers, Costume, Hair and Make-Up Designers or Stage Designers. There are also many other career 
paths within the industry including Stage Managers, Press and PR Managers and Producers



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Two exam papers, each assessing both reading and writing skills.  Both papers are 1hr and 45 minutes.  Speaking 
and listening skills are assessed separately via a formal presentation which is delivered in class. 

English Language is a core subject GCSE which is a requirement for further education and 
employment. The course is 100% assessed by two final external exams which use unseen 
reading material that you will need to read and respond to and then use as a stimulus for 
your own writing.  Over the two years you will develop your skills in a range of reading and 
inference skills which are relevant to everyday life but are also transferable skills for other 
subjects.  You will study how to adapt these skills to answer questions on any given text.  
You will also learn how to develop and hone your narrative writing skills which will require 
you to be imaginative and allow you to be creative. Additionally, you will learn how to adapt 
your non-fiction writing to suit different text types, audiences and purposes. You will learn 
to structure an argument effectively and how to use language to manipulate and persuade 
by crafting your words carefully, choosing effective vocabulary and language techniques 
and using a range of punctuation for effect.  Finally, you will learn how to develop your 
presentation skills to meet the spoken language component by researching and preparing a 
presentation to deliver to the class. 

English is the primary language of communication in the UK. Most of us grow up speaking it 
fluently or learn naturally as we become immersed in the classroom and society around us. So, 
we hear you ask, if I’m already fluent, why study English at school?  Well, there’s a lot more to 
English than the words we speak. To learn the rules of spelling, punctuation and grammar, and 
to construct a sentence on a page, takes everyone a lot of time, study and patience.  Learning 
these rules can help you to study other foreign languages at the same time too.  Employers 
say that one of the most valuable things they look for in the people who work for them is 
good communication skills and this means writing and presentation, as well as talking. Being 
able to write a good cover letter, which is free from mistakes, can also be key to getting that 
dream job in the first place. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

ENGLISH LITERATURE
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Two exam papers. Paper 1 covers Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th Century novel (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde). Paper 2 covers the 20th Century text (An Inspector Calls), the studied Poetry cluster (Power and Conflict) and Unseen 

Poetry. 

GCSE English Literature is an opportunity to explore the written form over the last 400 years. 
Beginning with Shakespeare’s Macbeth, you will study a range of different texts to understand 
how literature (and language) has evolved.  You will also explore the 19th Century gothic 
novel The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, considering ideas about good and evil and 
science and religion. This will serve as both a contrast against Shakespeare’s work and modern 
poetry, and a bridge between the classic and the modern.   Through the study of JB Priestley’s 
‘An Inspector Calls’ you will understand how literature can be a vehicle for social and political 
change.  Finally, our unit on Power and Conflict poetry will help you understand the subject of 
war from a range of perspectives as well as considering other types of conflict within society.  
As you progress through the course, you will learn critical thinking and analysis skills. You 
will be encouraged to apply critical theory to your studies to better understand the author’s 
motives.  You will learn to consider context, environment and a host of other factors in order 
to better understand the themes, symbolism and characters in literary works.  The methods 
you will learn can then be applied to other works, giving you a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for modern literature and film.  Your reading comprehension and writing skills  – 
through structured essay writing – will also develop. These skills will be invaluable to you for 
your future learning and career. 

GCSE English Literature is perceived by many as not much more than reading old books. Those critics aren’t 
entirely wrong.  However, through reading those old books and analysing them, we gain valuable insight – almost 
like looking into the past.  By analysing the text and applying critical theory you can understand the writer’s 
political views, the challenges of the era and lots more.  English Literature is an opportunity to explore the 
written form, develop critical thinking skills and communication skills.  Studying English literature at GCSE opens 
you to a world of creativity and ideas.  It is an opportunity to discover how we as humans make sense of the 
world through the written form.  Whether that’s through storytelling, poems or plays, English Literature gives 
us insight into the reader’s mind, their view of the world, their politics and their life experiences.  It provides a 
social commentary on society, technology, economics, world politics and more.  The ability to read, interpret and 
understand literature on a deeper level is incredibly powerful. Not least of which because it will enhance your 
own ability to write and persuade.  While English Language is usually the qualification most educational institutes 
ask for, qualifications in English literature are looked on favourably. In the main because of the strong analytical 
skills required to do well in the subject.  Moreover, if you want to study English at A Level and beyond, then 
GCSE English Literature will assuredly help you in your studies. Studying English Literature can lead to a number 
of rewarding careers including teaching, lecturing, journalism, publishing, marketing or business communications. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

FRENCH
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Four exam papers covering the four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each paper counts for 25% of the 
overall marks. GCSE languages have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Students will be entered 

for all 4 skills at the same tier. 

In Years 10 & 11 you will be continuing your study of French and you will revise many of the 
topics you have already studied at KS3. However, you will be increasing and improving your 
knowledge of these topics by learning new vocabulary and new grammar such as new tenses. 
You will also study topics that will be quite new to you. There are three main themes to be 
studied. 

Not everyone speaks or wants to speak English, so learning a language will always be useful, no 
matter what you do. By taking French at GCSE, you don’t just learn the language, you get to find out 
about other people, countries, and cultures so it really is an interesting and varied subject. In addition, 
studying a modern language increases your future employability. The skills and rigour involved with 
studying languages are highly regarded by employers and universities for various courses. Being able 
to speak a language will make you really stand out! Not only will your knowledge of a foreign language 
be highly valued by employers, but so too will your cultural awareness and general communication 
skills. Language skills are in high demand in many different career sectors, especially if you work for a 
business which operates internationally. Typical modern language jobs include interpreter, translator, 
teacher, international development worker, work in diplomacy, journalism, business, logistics and 
finance careers, marketing, advertising, and public relations employment. When considering the world 
of work, using a language in your job could raise your salary from 8-20%. Studying French will also 
benefit your health as speaking more than one language increases your brain capacity, improves your 
memory and you’ll be at less risk of developing Alzheimer’s in years to come!  

THEME 1:  IDENTITY AND
CULTURE 
Me, my family and friends 
Relationships with family and 
friends 
Marriage and partnerships 
Free time activities 
Music, Cinema, TV, Food and eating 
out, Sport 
Technology in everyday life 
Social media, Mobile technology 
Customs and festivals in French 
speaking countries

THEME 2: LOCAL, NATIONAL, 
INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL 
AREAS OF INTEREST 
Travel and Tourism 
Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 
Social issues 
Healthy/unhealthy living, Charity/ 
voluntary work 
Global issues 
The environment, Poverty/ home-
lessness

THEME 3:  CURRENT AND
FUTURE STUDY AND
EMPLOYMENT 
My studies 
Life at school/college 
Education post-16 
Career choices and ambitions.



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

GEOGRAPHY
EXAM BOARD:

EDEXCEL A
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Three exam papers, each assessing three topics.  
Each paper is 1hr 30 minutes.  

The course is split into 3 papers; Physical geography, Human Geography and Fieldwork 
investigations. Changing landscapes of the UK includes Geology of the UK, Coastal, and River 
processes. A very important topic as this builds the foundation of knowledge required for 
one of our Fieldwork investigations at South Sheilds Beach. This paper also includes Weather 
Hazards and Climate Change where we look at Hurricane Sandy, Typhoon Haiyan as well as 
droughts in Ethiopia and California. Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management is the final 
topic in this paper, where we explore deciduous woodland in the UK, and Tropical Rainforests. 
Paper 2 covers Changing Cities, where we investigate the cities of Newcastle and Mumbai, 
comparing their structure, population and management strategies. We look at Global 
Development, how this varies and the impacts this can have. We explore natural resources 
from a human perspective, focussing on energy management in China and Germany. 
The fieldwork paper is closely linked to topics studied above. We go to Newcastle to look 
at Ouseburn, and how this area is regenerating, from its’ previously industrial setting, to a 
more vibrant, cultural and entertainment hub. We explore coastal defences at South Shields, 
investigating not only the impact they have on the beach, but also how local people perceive 
them and the value they have to local people.  

Geography is a complex, yet ultimately rewarding topic to study at GCSE. It provides students 
with a broad study of the human and physical aspects of our ever-changing planet, supporting 
an extremely versatile range of careers. Behind a foreign language, Geography is the second-
most asked for qualification at both A-Level Colleges and Universities in the UK, due to its 
application for a broad set of career choices. Away from the practical aspects, Geography is 
able to help students make sense of the world, analysing how and why countries develop, the 
severity of the energy crisis and the potential long-term ramifications of climate change. Not 
only this, but the data analysis and GIS skills provide students with additional skills with which 
to tackle complex problems, and the field trips involved teach students vital social, teamwork 
and self-management skills.  



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
EXAM BOARD:

PEARSON
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

1 exam and coursework 

This qualification gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the: 
 
● Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in health and social care such as interpreting data 
to assess an individual’s health,  
● Process that underpins effective ways of working in health and social care, such as designing a plan 
to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing,  
● Attitudes that are considered most important in health and social care, including the care values that 
are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise 
applying them,  
● Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as human 
growth and development, health and social care services, and factors affecting people’s health and 
wellbeing. 
 
This Award complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE English. It will complement 
the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology by allowing you to apply your knowledge and 
skills practically in a vocational context. 

About 3 million people work in health and social care in the UK, these include; doctors, 
nurses, midwives, care assistants, and counsellors. Together, they account for nearly one in ten 
of all paid jobs in the UK. Demand for both health and social care is likely to rise, so they will 
continue to play a key role in UK society and the demand for people to carry out these vital 
roles will increase. This qualification provides students with the opportunity to gain vocational 
experience and gain the knowledge, understanding needed when considering entering 
employment in the health and social care sector. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

HISTORY
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

2 exam papers, each assessing 2 topics, with 2 exam papers, each assessing 2 topics, with a 
total of four topics. Both papers last 2 hours. 

In studying GCSE History, you will immerse yourself in a wide variety of national and international histories. Four studies 
are completed across two papers. An International Period Study and a Wider-World Depth Study are completed for Paper 
1: Understanding the Modern World.  
 
For the Period Study ‘Opportunity and Inequality in America, 1920 – 1973’, you will be able to immerse yourself in 
the world of the Roaring ‘20s, of criminal gangs smuggling illegal alcohol into speakeasies; of Model-T Fords rolling off 
production lines and of flappers dancing to jazz music. The course moves on to cover the impacts of the Great Depression 
and how President Roosevelt’s New Deal helped the US economy to recover, before considering how much the struggle for 
Civil Rights for African-Americans and women achieved by the start of the 1970s. The Wider-World Depth Study, ‘Conflict 
and Tension between East and West, 1945 – 1972’, will see you cover the origins and early developments of the Cold War, 
including the Arms and Space Races, the threat of nuclear war, crises in Berlin in Cuba and the struggles for freedom in 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 
 
A Thematic Study and a British Depth Study are covered in Paper 2: Shaping the Nation. For the Thematic Study, 
‘Migration, Empires and the People’, you will investigate the main factors behind the growth and collapse of the British 
Empire, and the motivations behind migration to and from Britain since 793AD to the present day, covering material 
including the Viking invasions, the Hundred Years’ War, the American War of Independence, the Indian Rebellion, the 
Scramble for Africa, and Migration case studies such as the Irish, the Jews fleeing pogroms, the Huguenots and the 
Windrush generation. The final topic is the British Depth Study of Norman England from 1066 - 1100, which includes 
material such as the Succession Crisis in 1066, the impacts of William the Conqueror’s reign such as the Feudal System, the 
Domesday Book, Law and Order, changes to towns and villages; and reforms to the English Church. You will also complete 
the Historic Environment Case Study, which changes every year. For you, this will be a detailed study of Pevensey Castle in 
Sussex. 
 
Throughout the course, you will be taught a wide range of historical ‘second-order’ skills such as source and interpretation 
analysis, explaining the impacts and motivations behind historical events, explaining causes and consequences of historical 
events and figures and writing a balanced historical argument.   

History is a challenging, but rewarding subject to study at GCSE. It lends itself to wide range of career 
opportunities such as law, business, the media or even politics.  Studying History teaches you to work things 
out for yourself and makes you more aware of our own cultural heritage and those of other countries. History 
teaches you about the world you live in and how it has shaped your local area, your country and the wider 
world you live in. Studying History gives you an understanding of who you are and how our society developed.  
It teaches you to be critical and form your opinion based on an intelligent understanding of people and their 
motives. All in all, History can help you develop into a well-rounded person, with good general knowledge, a 
strong understanding of people and great communication skills.  What is more, History can be fun!  Debates, 
investigations and re-enactments mean there is a very social aspect to studying History and plenty of 
opportunity to work with friends. It is a highly-regarded and well-respected subject in Colleges, Sixth Forms, 
Universities and by employers too. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

HOSPITALITY & CATERING (BTEC)
EXAM BOARD:

WJEC
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

60% NEA Course work and a 4 hour practical  assessment 
40% exam, 90 minutes long, covering 5 topics. 

Studying Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering allows students to gain an understanding of the 
industry.  Students will learn about job roles that exist along with the roles and responsibilities 
of those jobs.  They will also develop knowledge relating to health and safety in the workplace 
and why this is important for businesses.  They will consider real life scenarios and think about 
how businesses adapt to modern day challenges.  In addition to this students will learn how 
to develop menu’s thinking about nutrition, special dietary needs and the intended target 
market.  Finally, students will spend a significant amount of time developing practical skills in 
order for them to be able to cook high skilled dishes from scratch.  Such skills include making 
a roux sauce, deboning a chicken, filleting fish, making pasta, making meringues and many 
more.  Students will consider presentation and develop skills in how to “plate up” food making 
it suitable for serving in different types of hospitality venue  

Hospitality and Catering not only teaches you how to cook, which is a vital life skill, but 
also allows you to learn about the Hospitality and Catering industry.  There is a good mix of 
practical and theory lessons to help you to develop your practical skills whilst also gaining 
knowledge about different job roles and health and safety within this particular world of work.  
For anyone who wishes to pursue a career within one of the largest sectors of industry within 
the UK it’s a great starting point.  Hospitality and Catering is not just about becoming a chef, 
which despite being a fantastic career is not the only job opportunity out there.  There are 
management roles, health and safety roles, taste testing roles, to name but a few.  This course 
is not only suitable for students who wish to go on and work within the industry it is also 
fantastic for students who want to demonstrate that they have a wide range of skills, this is 
appealing to future education settings and employers. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

MATHS
EXAM BOARD:

EDEXCEL
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

3 exam papers.  One non-calculator paper and two calculator papers. All papers last for 1 hour 
30 minutes. Equal weighting of 80 marks per paper. 

Students will follow the linear GCSE course.  This involves the main strands of maths including 
Number, Algebra, Ratio / Proportion, Geometry and Statistics.  Students will be tested on 
the content of the course from Year 10 and Year 11.  The 3 papers are all out of 80 marks 
and are combined together to get the final score for students.  GCSE Maths allows students 
to problem solve using real life scenarios which they will use in future life.  Learning the 
different aspects of maths will stand them in good stead for any future career they wish to 
pursue.  Students have to be logical thinkers with an open mind and keep persisting to solve 
mathematical problems given to them.  The key is determination and resilience. 

Most vocational and career opportunities require GCSE maths.  For those students which 
are wanting to go in to higher education, mathematics is essential.  A good pass (grade 
5) is required in a lot of course choices for college.  Mathematics is also required for 
apprenticeships and A level courses. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

MUSIC
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:
There are 3 components. Component 1 is a non-examined performance assessment which is marked by the class teacher and then externally 
moderated. This component counts for 30% of the final mark. Component 2 consists of 2 compositions which are not examined. This com-

ponent is marked by the class teacher and then externally moderated. This component is 30% of the course. Component 3 is appraising, and 
this is an exam component which consists of a 1 hour and 45-minute exam and is worth 40% of the course. 

This course consists of 3 components. Component 1: Performing, component 2: composing and 
component 3: Appraising.  

During component 1 students will prepare for one solo performance and one group performance. They 
will develop this component during their instrument lessons. If a student has not started to learn an 
instrument, they will be given the opportunity to start one and their instrument teacher will work with 
them to get to the level that they need to be by the end of the course. In total each student will be 
required to perform for 5 minutes by the end of their two-year course. 

Component 2 looks at further developing their composition skills. This is done by learning new music 
theory techniques and then applying them to their own compositions. During this composition 
students are required to create two compositions. One will be based on a specification and the other 
will be a free composition. The two compositions need to last a combined total of 3 minutes. 

During component 3 students will learn about a variety of time periods including Instrumental music, 
Vocal music, Music for stage and screen, Fusion. Students will learn how to analyse and listen to 
specific details based on the characteristics of that musical style. Students will learn to critically 
analyse musical scores, texts and audio tracks all while learning about different cultures.  

This qualification is a qualification that develops students’ cultural understanding and respect towards 
others while learning the key aspects of what is needed to create a piece of music in different genres. 
Through the different components, they will learn how to understand and appreciate other music’s 
from different cultures. This will guide students to appreciate the music’s of the world and give them 
a better understanding on how music has developed and still is developing. Music is an extremely 
complex topic that has so many different career pathways. During this qualification students will be 
encouraged, challenged and pushed to do the best they can through the understanding of different 
musical components. This is a qualification that allows students to apply themselves and gives them 
the skills to succeed in their chosen pathway. This qualification has a clear structure with three 
engaging components. These components provide students with the opportunity to creatively express 
themselves in a safe and positive environment. Students will gain real world experiences by using 
music software for compositions, performing and developing analytical, and self-confidence skills.  



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

NCFE HEALTH & FITNESS
EXAM BOARD:

NCFE
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

1 external exam worth 40% sat in Year 10.  2 attempts are permitted. 1 piece of coursework 
worth 60% completed in Year 11. 

This qualification focuses on an applied study of the health and fitness sector and you will gain a 
broad knowledge and understanding. The study of health and fitness involves understanding the 
functions of the body systems, understanding the principles of training, knowing how the body 
reacts in the short and long-term to fitness activities, how to create and apply lifestyle analysis tools 
and how to create a fitness programme for a person with specific goals. You will also develop key 
skills such as decision making, observation, resourcefulness, problem solving, planning, evaluation, 
reflection, interpersonal skills, professional behaviours, respect and appreciation of others. This will 
be done through developing your knowledge and skills by adapting your own ideas and responding 
to feedback, evaluating your own work, and analysing data and making decisions, in addition to skills 
that are essential for the health and fitness sector, such as fitness evaluation skills, responding to 
health data, independent working, working to deadlines and efficient use of resources. Subjects such 
as food, maths, English and science will all support your progress in Health and fitness to facilitate the 
opportunities available to you post-16 and beyond.  

An understanding of health and fitness is well regarded and can open a vast range of different opportunities 
and pathways post-16 including further study at university or college to deepen your knowledge of health and 
fitness before going on to specialise in areas such as nutrition, biomechanics, psychology, performance analysis 
or coaching. It also supports applications into apprenticeships and can open doors into careers, such as: 
 
Dietician or Nutritionist - you’ll need excellent communication skills and a logical approach to problem solving. 
Your job role will involve having consultations with people of all ages, about how their health can be improved 
through different foods, hydration and eating habits. You’ll then give advice on lifestyle changes they should 
make to support their goals.

Exercise Instructor or Sports Coach - You’ll need to be motivating and positive to succeed as a group exercise 
teacher, with the ability to encourage people and helping them achieve their goals. Your day to-day duties may 
include teaching or coaching groups or individuals, making sure classes are safe and effective. You may need 
specific certificates depending on which sport you’d like to teach.

Personal training - Inspiring and motivational, as a Personal Trainer you’ll work with clients to educate, coach and 
give advice on health, nutrition and lifestyle changes. You could work independently and find your own clients or 
be contracted by an organisation that delivers health and fitness services.

Sports therapy - As a Sports Therapist, you’ll work with sport and exercise participants to help prevent injuries, 
recognise and treat them should they occur, and then rehabilitate the participant back to full fitness. You’ll need 
to show the ability to encourage others, work well in groups and have a positive attitude. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Two exam papers.  Paper one covers two world religions: Christianity and Islam. For both papers 
students will answer a series of questions on belief and practices. Paper 2 covers four ethical units. 

Religious Studies is a compulsory, core subject in Christ’s College and is imperative for 
helping our students engage with and understand the world we live in. In their first year of 
study, students will be introduced to two of the largest and most influential world religions, 
Christianity and Islam. We will look at each groups core beliefs, then consider how those 
beliefs shape the way that Christians and Muslims live, as well as their impact on the world 
around them. Once students have grasped the fundamentals of belief for each religion we 
will then embark on four ethical units of work, which gives our students the opportunity to 
consider the big questions of life. We will begin by considering whether the act of war can 
ever be justified- what it means to be a pacifist and whether war can ever be considered 
“Holy”. We then move into looking at the origins of life, exploring whether we can ever have 
a religious and scientific understanding or are the two perspectives mutually exclusive. In our 
final two units we will seek to understand the importance and changing nature of family and 
also consider what religious teaching tells us about social issues such as racism. 

Throughout the two years we aim to see students develop important skills in comprehension, 
evaluation and analysis that will be transferable to other areas of the curriculum. However, 
we also seek to help them grow in understanding and tolerance of those who hold different 
beliefs to their own, whilst enabling them to articulate their own values in a thoughtful, 
considered manner. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

SCIENCE (TRILOGY)
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Structure of terminal (Year 11) examinations – Combined Science (Trilogy) There are 6 papers: 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 
Physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas and are 1h 15 minutes long 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Biology Subject Content: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, 
Homoeostasis and Response, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution, and Ecology.  
 
Chemistry Subject Content: Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding and Matter, 
Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy Changes, Chemical Change, Chemical 
Analysis, Organic Chemistry, Chemistry of the Atmosphere, and Resources.  
 
Physics Subject Content: Energy, Electricity, Particles, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves, 
Magnetism.          

First and foremost, science learning is important for you as it helps develop curiosity and 
allows you to better understand the world around you. Science learning helps you to 
understand how your body works and how everything in the natural world, from food chains 
to forces, work and fit together. Science lessons give you the opportunity you to develop 
a strong scientific identity, continually learning more about what it means to think like a 
scientist. This means that you will develop fundamental skills such as enquiry, problem-solving 
and investigation which can help you to become a determined and resilient life-long learner 
and leader. Skills learnt in science lessons will also allow you to go out into the world with the 
ability to test ideas and understand the importance of accurate and reliable information in the 
formation of new ideas and opinions. You can develop an understanding of evidence gathering 
in scientific process and can equate this to the importance of ensuring that you have reliable 
evidence (information) to inform good decision-making and demonstrate integrity in the 
future. 



WHAT DOES THE GCSE COURSE ENTAIL?

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?

SCIENCE (TRIPLE)
EXAM BOARD:

AQA
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Structure of terminal (Year 11) examinations – Separate Science (“Triple”)  There are six papers: 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 
Physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas and are 1h 45 minutes long. 

As for trilogy science with the addition of Space Science in Physics and Organic chemistry. 
Each of the trilogy topics also has more depth and breadth of content when studied as part of 
the triple science course.  

In addition to the benefits and importance of science stated in the Trilogy Science 
information, studying Triple Science at GCSE brings about opportunities to develop a stronger 
understanding and breadth of knowledge in biology, chemistry, and physics, by introducing 
you to several new topics not in the Combined Science: Trilogy specifications and by looking 
at other topics in greater depth. Although Triple Science is not an essential requirement for 
studying science subjects at Level 3, it does provide a smoother transition to A Level Science 
and gives more opportunities for pupils to develop specific transferable skills. Triple Science 
is a fantastic option for those pupils who are passionate and interested in science and have 
aspirations to study and work in STEM fields after GCSE. 



NOTES:
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