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MFEL Intent Statement

Christ's College Christian ethos underpins our curriculum in Modern Foreign
Languages. We believe that every person is made in the image of God, and we want
all students at Christ's College to foster an open-minded approach to richness of
different cultures, and to appreciate and embrace the diversity in our world. We want
to spark their imagination, and a sense of curiosity not just in the languages we teach,
but also in the culture they come from and the people who speak these languages, as
it is only when you understand a language’s basis in faith and culture that you can
show true understanding. Language learning is a gift, but is also a complex skill, and
we aim to enable students to rise to this challenge and approach their use of words
with care and precision, and value the power that words can have.

Curriculum

Our aim is to equip our students to become confident communicators with an insight
into different cultures, which is fostered through the study of modern foreign
languages, and we seek to do this though our development of an ambitious, engaging
and connected curriculum accessible to students through from KS2 to KS4. We
believe that young people can benefit greatly through learning a Modern Foreign
language and that they all have the potential to achieve. Our curriculum is designed
so that students make progress in manageable steps, allowing their confidence and
fluency to grow.

To deepen students understanding, we revisit topics over the years, linking Primary
MFL teaching to Secondary level where concepts are embedded, and the students
become able to express themselves in ever more sophisticated ideas through their
language. Specialist vocabulary for topics is introduced within the context of a
sentence, rather than in isolation. Language is built up gradually, and students are
encouraged to both ask and answer questions. Students are exposed to new
language as much as possible and in many ways to become familiar with words and
phrases. We focus on the three pillars of, phonics, grammar, and vocabulary to
develop the children’s linguist knowledge.

Through our curriculum and programmes of study we hope to develop students’
ability to both communicate and manipulate the language effectively. Our
development of the students’ disciplinary knowledge helps them to both
communicate information and ideas in a range of subjects, but also supports their
literacy by helping them to actively engage with texts and allows them insight into
important cultural aspects.

We want to help them to structure their writing so that they can produce work which
can build an effective argument, narrate an event, or describe something vividly.
By developing students’ substantive knowledge of the workings of the language,
students are supported with learning how to manipulate the language and use it, not
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only to communicate their own thoughts, but also to use it to decode the texts that they
encounter.

Community

Where possible, links are made to our local context of Sunderland. Where we strive to
enthuse our students into thinking of careers in the future, and to see the benefit of
being able to communicate with people of other nations in a variety of contexts.

Enrichment opportunities, such as visits to France are hoped to be planned to bring
the languages to life and give them an understanding of how the learning in school is
connected to the real world. In 2019, 35 KS3 students visited Paris and enjoyed a
weeklong multi-cultural experience, using opportunities to embed and apply their
linguistic and practical skills in real life contexts.

Character

To be a good linguist and communicator, it is not enough to be able to manipulate the
grammar and learn the vocabulary. Our core virtues of humility, love and integrity are
at the core of what we do in MFL, as having the humility to listen as well as speak, to
hear the point the person makes and respond appropriately are central. It is vital that
we also listen with attentiveness and openness. We model this through the co-
operative tasks in class, and through the listening tasks we ask students to carry out.
We intertwine French and our Christian Ethos through church prayers and bibles
verses. We foster a “can do” attitude that promotes resilience and determination, and
we encourage students to have the courage to speak in a foreign language by creating
safe spaces, where they can feel confident to take risks and “have a go”. All students
are encouraged to become independent learners, and to use their resources
effectively and think through difficulties to achieve their goals.
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